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Dear Friends.

One of the greatest hopes for our congregation, from our
recent Future Focus meetings (see elsewhere for more),
5 that Duffus. Spynie & Hopeman Church should be a
place where everyone feels at home. That is a great hope.

b

A place where everyone feels at home means everyone s welcomed,
whether weel-kent face, visitor, or newcomer, You have made the Adams
family greatly welcome over the last 3 years, the hospitality so many of
you offer is fantastic. this is something you can all do. So keep an eye open
for folk you don't know, and say hello - a stranger is only a friend you don't
know yet

A place where averyone feels at home includes the physical places we are
in. Different spaces fee! nght to different people. So can we make the
mixad blessing of 3 buildings an asset, celebrating the variety of gifts in
Hopeman, Duffus and Spynie Kirks? Can we make those spaces all
comfortable. and can we ail value them?

A place where everyone feeis at home refers to everyone. Not just those
already coming into our buildings, not just our members, but all those who
have left the church, and those who have never been connected - which
incluges aimost anyone under 60. Can we be a congregation where
everyone of any age and ability Teels welcome and at home? Can we love all

our neighbours, in Jesus’ name?

Lots of big guestions - please think, pray and chat about these things.
And may we all know that we are welcomed and loved by God, now and
always. We love because God loved us first

With love & prayers,
Jenmy



Mows From Sesason
Who would harow Defleved that since that long wat spring with such a
coratan cold NE wand we woulkd sae such phanomanal grawth in oll |ate
#wn crops. but espacially in our grass fislds.  Thoss of vou with lewng 1o
cut will know exactly what | mean, maybe wishing & was not 50 vigorous, but as far as
rmalong sikage or hay for catthe feed next wintar, it is truly a “God send” - tha Lord works
in mystanous ways, his wonders to parfarm
I watched the news headiines before starting this article but | am not sure what
constitutes nvws anymone - England soccer fans creating mayhem i the south of
France - nothing new there. The Duesen's B0th birthday calebrations - very special to
0 manmy peopie - inchuding the Duffus Rainbows who have a lovely commemaorative
creation in the grounds of Duffus Church which s well worth 8 visit.  Howaever, not o ot
of what | would call world naws, with 80 many, around BD milllon word wide, homeless,
Pungry and desparate.  In this TOth annversary of Chrigtian Aid we are lbokng O hold
0 fund raksing svents within the Church community, and they do not have 1o be big
mvents, A fow frignds round for 8 coffes or afterncon ten can make & donation Big or
small and that gualifies. Elsewhere in this magazine Linda Duncan will bo championing
The couse 68 sha has done for 8 very long tma.  We should never underestimate the
wonderful work that organisations like Christian Ald and Misgion Aviation Fallowship
can constantly achismss.
As 3 Seasion under the guidance of an enthuskastic Minister we are constantyy
revievang our forms of worship and our “outreach® in the community.  We have had a
wery anfightening programme of "Future Focus” this spring to which you were all invited
and | am sure thoss who did coms will have no regrets as the thras meetings wers
entertaning. eniightening and very thought provoking. We looked ot whera we have
corma Trom, whers we are. and whara we would ke to be n 2 or 3 year's time,  Wa
nead to constantly reviiey our stylas of worship and take nota of wha i4 attending and
who & not.then find out why - | hope you all take a moment 1o complete the ittle
guestionnaire which 4 in this magazine. and get it back to us. Take it to Church, give it
to your Elder or someona you know who will return it You can even post it if you
prefer  This information is really important to us if we are to progresas.  Ramember
my constant ples - give your Elder § minutes of your ime when they come visiting and
remamber slso - they arg good listenars! | finish with anothar quote from The Very Rev
Jomed A Smpson who writed ™ when a lady | once visited woke from her aftérncon nap
to see me standing there, saveral thoughta obviously flashed through her mind for she
saud, “Oh Mr Simpson, | nearly didn't recognise you, you see | havna ma teath in"

Ron Duwncan, Session Clark.
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A WEE WORDIE WITH .......

The nest two candiidstes 10 face the questions sre Rose Simpson from Duffus & John
Farqubar from Eigin -

How long have you had a connection with Duffus, Spynie & Hopeman Kirk ?
Rose _Grsr ot Dl Kk for frisnds wadding 57 years ago, then moved 1o Duffus 39 years
200 & started pttending Duffus Kirk.
John_sizved in Hopeman in esrly 504 & his Tather took the Tamily to Duffus as this was the
Pansh ek
What was your occupation 7
Rose_short hend typest at Gngor & Young, telephone exchange st Gordonstoun, civil servant
# Knioss. 88C & Bughead & finally Sutherlands Garage
John_education for mora than 40 years mosty Floin Acad
o & comtauftency & bus drer
Where iz your favourita place to dine out 7
Rosa Do ien occssonally
John._Lsschemoray Hotl
What is your earfiest memory 7 el
Rose_wng n Linconshire & having to hide in & ditch with her mum to avoid the bullets from
2 planes in 3 dog fight during WW2
John_when he fved m Thom 5t Hopeman, Ronaid McKenzie jooaiman) let John sit an his knes
& sieer hix Ferge Tractor down e sirest
What i your favourite TV programme 7
Rose_Gerdersrs World. Beechgrove Garden & history programmes espacially with hed
Ofvnr |
Johwn_Lsndesd & Lourdryfie
Which famous person would you most ke to meet 7
Rose__ The Gusen 3 very gracious Sady
John__ Douglas Bader, he was a bit of 2 tyrant. but John thought they would have got an
¥ you could change something about yourself, what would it be 7
Rose__ncdfang, e learnd to e wilkh my imperfechons |
John_wizhes he couid have besn more ioerant & sympathetic to those children whom he
dicin't knowr Fad ol home situstions
What & your funniest moment in church 7
Rose__making broth mix colisges st Sunday School with the chiidren. only to réturn the
folioieng week 1D Snd the Church mete had aalen: fam.
John__l=nny's hormed coliection of the percusson instruments hefore a recent Baptism at
Dutfhys: L MICHAEL ROWAND

1, building & design




Future Focus update

Al the end of Aprl and beginning of May, 20-30 folk from the congregation met on
3 occasions for the Fulure Focus process. It was facilitated by Rob Rawson, one
the Church of Scotland's Mission Development workers. Here is a summary of the
meealings, and how we are going 1o take this forward. We are at the stari of a
process of renewal, with exciting steps ahead on our journey together.

The firsl meeting had 2 main activities. The first was for groups o create a imealine
of significant celebrations and struggles of the past 50 years for both the
congregation and our communities. This is a reminder that we have a shared
history in these places, that we have been on a journey that always has positive
and nagative times, and we continue that. Bul thers were also folk invelved in
Future Focus who have only been with us a few vears, and their perspective is also
hugely valuabla.

The second aclivity was mapping our pansh, with a great deal of laughter and
some interesting arbwork! We considered the most significant places in our
parishes, espadially where paople find fdendships and networks. We realise a
significant number of our members live outside our historic parish boundaries, but
are vary much part of our fellowship. Finally, we considered where the church had
a positive influence in our communities, and whers it perhaps had little influsnce.
Lots to ponder from leoking back and looking around.
The second session saw us completing a health check of Duffus, Spynie and
Hopeman Church. Across B characleristics, everyone was asked o score the
church as very weak, weak, strong or very strong. Those were translated into
scoras, which show that wa see oursalves as reasonably sirong across most
charactenslics. Here are the scores from the day:
Growth (in spiritual depth as well as numearically)

52
Integrity {everything geared around Jesus and “walking the talk™) 51
Love & care (genuinaly caring for the neady - action over words) 51
Local {truly engaging with all areas of the community in a relevant way) 50
Body & soul (carng for the “whiole person” and the whole church) 49
Opan house (welcoming to all and reaching oul to the unchurched) 44

Some first steps to build on our strength in growth, and 1o address our perceived
waakness of open house were proposed, and will be explored going forward.
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The 3rd session was a Saturday, and focused on what our dreams and visions are
for Duffus, Spynie & Hopeman Church — listening out for what God's dreams and
visions are! The groups considersd what could be learned from the success of the
stawardship gatherings [Growing God's Gifts Together) last autumn. Then averyone
was inviled lo write down any and all of their dreams for the church, which were
grouped. From those, sach group salected a top 3, and a vary top priority.

The most important dreams and visions are:

- A place where everyone feels at home

- Cutreach to young families

- Christ the centre of the church; the church the centre of the community
The olher top dreams ware:

- A source of help

- The centre of the community

- Comfort and heat

- Cne united service every week

- Vibramt, meaningful worship

- A balanced, multi-generational church

Wowlll These are wonderful, and | think wa have caught something of God's dreams
for those who follow Jesus tegather.

This is the start of a process, so what is happening now?

A small group of people - elders and athers who ware very involved - are meeting
regulary to look at these dreams, and find some of the first steps towards reaching
them. Many of the changes will ba small, but will hopefully move us forward,
following Jasus in all we do.

Ona of the sleps is 1o ask you, the congragation, for your thoughts. There (s a
questionnaire in the magazine, 50 please can you take a faw minutes o share some
of your responses - to the specific questions we ask, and any olher thoughls or
refleclions you have.

The ather thing we ask everyona Lo do is o pray. Pray for The Holy Spirit to fill us all,
=0 that we might dream God's dreams and see God's vision. As Acts 2 reminds us,
God's Spirit can ransform all of us, of any age or education, wormean and men, girls
and boys, and so help us o share the good things God has done with everyone
wharaver and whioever they are.

And the other thing | ask is 1o keep loving. Any of this is for nothing if it isn't
undertaken with love for Gad and for one another. May God be with us as wea
continue 1o journey logeather.

7

Rav Janmny



Review of The Invisible Church” by Steve Aisthorpe

His subtitle sums the book up well - “Learning from the experiences of
churchless Christians.” Steve Aisthorpe, a Church of Scolland Mission
Development Worker, returned to his homa community of Kincraig after 12
yaars in Nepal, and discoverad lots of people wera no longar part of the church
congragation. Thay wara still in the community, and when he spoke to them,
most of tham wera still living out their faith, but not attending church. This
launched Steve onto major resaarch projects interviewing “churchless
Christians” over many years - and the book is the result of that.

Steve's rasaarch suggests that Christians in congragations are the tip of the
faith icebarg, with many more believers not so visible - which offers hope that
wastarn institutional church decline is not a decline in Christianity. Instead it is a
gign of change in how paopla live out thair faith, often still gatharing and
learning with others, but less formally, and with fewer institutional overheads.

He bagins by dispelling many myths about Christians who do not attend church
- thay have not all left church, as some have never baan in congragations; thay
are not all waiting to returmn to congregation if wa gat things "right™; they are not
all flitting betwaen churches as consumars; they are not all loners, backslidars,
or uncommitted; in fact, many left the church after decades of commitment and
yaars of struggle, ulimataly deciding thay can battar serve God in other ways,
Therefora wa should ba aware of all of these folk, respect their faith and
dacisions, listen to them and work with them.

Steve then analyses the phases and paths that have led people to leave
congragations, bafore going on to outline soma of the major issues within
church lifa, Thesa ara vary challenging - but also ring vary trua to my own
axperiances and frustrations of 45 years in Church of Scotland congregations.

- While we try to ba walcoming, sometimes the way we do things
unintentionally excludes those of different personalities, generations,
gendars, and often single people. Do wa axpact sameness, instead of
being truly inclusive of diversity?

- Whila Christianity is committed to transformation in lives and the warld,
congragations are somatimes hugely resistant to change, causing
enormous frustration to paople who want to focus on God's Kingdom
coming in this day and age, not on "keeping things going.”




- Some people have found that they do not experiance love in church,
avidenced in patisnce, kindness, & forgiveness. Stratagies,
programmes, good preaching. Bibfical teaching — none of these are
enough without loving relationships amongst real people (see 1 Cor.
13} if's not easy fo love = wa need to el God's Spirit work in us.

- The institutional church has recently tended to develop as gatherad,
stabla, pastoral communities. not acknowladging tha active,
missicnal, pioneers that we also need to go bavond those structures
- g0 they go outside the box.

Overall, Steve has listened, and has reflected on what he has heard
biblically and prayerfully. His conclusion is that the Church is baing
reshapad, rebalanced and reconfigured into something much broader and
more variable. He accepts that this reconfiguration may cause grief in those
in declining institutions - but the book finishes with the following:

“Thera is a growing realisation that church is what occurs when people are
touchad by tha living Christ and shara the journay of faith with othars.
Whether that occurs in an historic building or onling or ... wherever, in
unimporiant.”

What do you think? Do yvou agrea? Do you recognize soma of the issues
raised? Can we address some of them, for those for whom it will make a
differanca?

| highly recommend the book. | have one spare copy to lend to anyone
interested. As | continue to reflect on this, | would really appreciate your
thoughts and responses.

Rev Jenmy
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Christian Aid-
70th Birthday Challenge-
- my ‘outgoing call’ to you !
After 70 days - we had 16 responses -
Responses of different kinds -
- Celebrations of Birthdays other than Christian Aid's
- Gathering with friends - Coin Collections -
= Remembrance of Anniversarnes - Donations -
= Valued heip in the Garden
Counting............ Now 20....._..
Then the Bilg Brekkie came along - courtesy of six -
{as did a dish of beans - Count ! )
and brought in many mone givings -
There are, | hear, thoughts - ideas - plans in the pipeline’ -
- dancing feet, walking feet, Duffus Coffee Moming -
Keep them coming !
By the second 70 days - July 18 - endpoint -
What will the count for Duffus, Spynie & Hopeman be 7
hﬂdmﬂn“hﬁm-mmkﬂuﬂmuch !



SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

DUFFUS, SPYNIE & HOPEMAN Fresh Fruit Lollies
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND Mixture of soft fruit
B B Coconut milk
G Lolly moulds
"Pé:q » Q ,ﬁpﬂ“ Lolly sticks
I'D u
1. Fill moulds with
fruit
P 2. Top with
D{;‘,.-F 5 coconut water
RAFFLE F"?S 3. Putsticks |?1
4. Freeze until set
BYOD 5. Enjoyona
SATURDAY 2™ JULY 5pm sunny day
Adults £6, Children £3 | MOUSE
THE CHURCH mouse was not
DUFFUS HALL very happy,
And had every reason to be,
For breakfast & dinner were
frugal,
And never had much for its tea.
Yet it shrugged when it sought
to consider.
The nature of stipends & fees
For one day it saw the
trap raided, -
By the minister pinching
the cheese.
11




Can You Find Your Way Through The
Maze To Find Peace 7

WHY DIDN'T THEY PLAY CARDS ON
THE ARK ?

BECAUSE NOAH WAS STANDING ON
THE DECK.

WHY COULDN'T JONAH TRUST
THE OCEAN ?

BECAUSE THERE WAS
SOMETHING FISHY ABOUT IT.

WHAT KIND OF MAN WAS BOAZ
BEFORE HER MARRIED RUTH 7
RUTHLESS
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Filling the pews !

In our recent Future Focus meeting one of the ‘dreams'for our Church is
that the pews would be full. This is a desire to see the blessing of Church
better utiised within our communities, however | am going to make several
fongue i cheek suggestions and then a more realistic suggestion how this
may be achieved !

Remove all pews except the back pew.

1)  Ban Church members from dieting or exercise (rumoured to be
method of choice in the USA).

2)  Hold regular pet blessing services, Ron to classify his livestock as
pets and herd in to be blessed !

3) FitiPads to the pews for hymns (doing away with hymn books) and
videos of the sermon, to include a graph next to the clock so that the
preacher can maonitor how many members of the congregation have
switched to playing Angry birds.

On a more sericus note, we need to consider what it is about a Church

Service that we consider aftractive, i.e. why do we attend 7 Hopefully it still

to meet together to praise and worship our God, Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ. As has been since the church was founded nearly 2000 years ago.

There is theory that we are all born with a God shaped hole in us, which
only God can fill.

A Church Service should be facilitating the filling of this hole. In other

words we come to Church to meet with God, which in a Church Service

can take the form of Father. Son or Holy Spirit, or as is best all three.

Traditional Congregations focussing on the Father, Evangelical

congregations focussing on the Son, and Charismatic congregations

focussing on the Holy Spirit (sadly some congregations fail to bother with
any of them). As all three form the Trinity any or all will fill the God shaped
void within us. The problem is more often that we attend a Service neither
seeking God nor wanting God to fill our lives.

The challenge is to start each Service by preparing ourselves for worship.
Asking God to come into our lives and enrich them.

1)  Asking God, what do you want to say to me during this Service 7

2)  Asking God to bless all who are gathered there to worship him.

If we can al nse to this challenge, | believe we will see the pews filling up !

FRANCIS MITCHELL 15



MESSY CHURCH

Since Messy Church started a couple of years ago it has been a great
success in reaching out to young families and we are at the stage of
planning the meetings for the next session. The dates we have booked
are 11 September, 8 January and 7 May in Duffus Village Hall and &6
November and 5 March in Hopeman Memaorial Hall. The meetings are
from 4 to 6pm and each one has a different theme from the Bible which is
explored through craft activities and a celebration, followed by a simple
meal together.

| have agreed to take on the role of co-ordinator but of necessity my part
will be mainly admin rather than anything of a practical nature.

Most of the volunteers seem happy to continue but we can always do
with a few maore to help with the crafts and the food. Nobody needs to
commit themselves to come every time but as the saying goes “many
hands make light work”. And it's a lot of fun spending time with the
children and their parents so please do think about coming along and
finding out what it's all about. You might be surprised how much you will
enjoy it.

Helen Mckidd

CHURCH HALL LETS
If you'd like to hire our Kirk Hall at Duffus of Hopeman for a morning,
afternoon, or evening, the price is £7.00 (Inrs) & £10.00 (Adults) per
session, incduding the use of basic kitchen & toilet facilities. For more
information & spaces available, please contact
Mrs | Craib 830139
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Lossie Youth Café

Lossie Youth Café operates around the badk of Lossie Town Hall, supported by the
local churches of Lossiemouth [and now us). It also has strong links to Lossie High
School and Maray Councll youth workers. We were delighted to welcome their
manager and youth worker, Rachel Ross, to talk about her life & work after worship

on 5= June.

The café opens four evenings a week to provide a safe space for young people from
Lossiemouth and the surrounding villages to meet and socalise, away from the many
pressures and demands of everyday life. They currently have around 130 visits per
week from young people between the ages of 12 and 18

The =fe is staffed by volunteers, who work hard to provide a variety of opportunities
o engage the young people and develop their confidence and abilities - together they
donate over 1, BD0 hours of their free time each year to the project. The Thursday
music night - Rock Caf€ - attracts young musicians of all abilities and has worked with
Moray Council to offer the opportunity for young people to work towards Youth
Achievernent and Dynamic Youth Awards.

i you want to know more, see www_ oiseyouthcafe o

Christine Smith has just started as Duffus, Spynie & Hopeman Church representative
on the management committes, so we will hear more about this mportant work over
time. Thanis, Christine.

Rew lenny

ELGIN SCHOOL PASTORS wird susceesafully bnsnchied on Tussday naghl For those inleredied @ joning
Elsie Sehwood Pasices thare i ol Bme The cosmmitment & 7 hoors ovet 2 lenchime a1 Dain High
Schonlbnee 5 wesl, ofce Svery terond wesk monthly

o whuslsver sulls yourr Blestyls Which day/deys are ol to be conlrmedt

There sre 7 full days raindng Salardey 75 My and S5tuiday 3 July 2nd 3 evenings: Tuesdsy 71 fune
and Monday Z7 June.

Tueddzy 13 Juby {provisional].

Start caks b the sermnd wesk in Aaget

Pleae &-mal s@nSalresineors ong sk for an applicstion form

ar a3l OTE1E BL 1074 for linther information.

Regands

Rosemany Yourg

Coondinabor Sohool Pastors

Eigin Sireet Pasts

SO0 charity muamber S043645

Mob: +44 7818 541074

Web: hitp:/fwwew. cloin shrestpastors. orguk 17







